
TEAGASC 4 YEAR PHD WALSH FELLOWSHIP  

€18,500 PER ANNUM + €5,500 FEE CONTRIBUTION PER ANNUM 

‘An Actor-Oriented Approach to understanding the Bioeconomy-Society Interface in Ireland’ 

 

Background 

‘The modern world is dependent upon fossil resources to produce everyday items that we consume. 
Since these resources are finite and depleting, it is essential to develop alternative technologies based 
on renewable biological resources. The future economy must use biological resources sustainably to 
produce valuable goods, such as bioactive molecules, plastics, fuels, and energy. This future economic 
activity is referred to as the bioeconomy. In Ireland, the agri-food and marine sectors produce high 
volumes of residues during food production. The conversion of these residues to higher value products 
will create new business opportunities. New value chains will allow these industries to diversify and add 
value to the sector, increase resource efficiency and complement food production activities. 80% of 
agri-food companies are in rural Ireland; thus, the bioeconomy will be a key driver to stimulate rural 
and agricultural redevelopment. BEACON addresses multiple scientific, technological and social 
challenges to convert this vision into reality’ (BEACON, http://www.sfi.ie/sfi-research-centres/beacon/) 

 

PhD Project 

The growing importance of the bioeconomy in Ireland and in the context of the economy globally, 
where it accounts for 13% of world trade, raises important policy and socio-cultural challenges. This 
PhD project will employ qualitative methods and take an actor-oriented approach to understand the 
evolving interface between the bioeconomy and society in the Irish context. The social interface 
between bioeconomy products/processes and society is a dynamic site where different actors’ forms of 
capital, interests, praxes, knowledges and powers interplay. This PhD shall analyse this interface using 
an interdisciplinary lens of sociology and environmental policy studies using a ‘living lab’ policy design 
approach. This study positions social groups as co-designers of visions of future interfaces between 
society and the bioeconomy and its products and processes. Specifically, the PhD study will explore a 
social innovation approach to co-designing with the various stakeholders policy and social interaction 
characteristics of the BEACON ‘knowledge hub’ and of any other subsidiary interfaces or institutions of 
the BEACON project that exist at the interchange between the project and society.  

This PhD study is inter-disciplinary, drawing from the disciplines of planning and environmental policy, 
and sociology. A PhD student with a background in areas such social and political theory, anthropology, 
planning and environmental policy and, ideally, qualitative and participatory research methods, will be 

recruited for 4 years.  

 

Requirements 

Applicants should have or expect to have a good honours degree (1:1 or 2:1) and a Masters in an 
appropriate discipline is desirable. The successful candidate should be highly self-motivated and be 
prepared to engage with different disciplinary and professional actors. 

 

Award 

This four year Teagasc Walsh Fellowship forms part of a joint research project between the Department 
of Agrifood Business and Spatial Analysis, Teagasc and the Earth Institute in UCD. The student will be 
based in UCD for the first year to undertake course work and will be subsequently based at the Teagasc 
Rural Economy Development Programme, Athenry, Co. Galway. S/he will be co-supervised by Dr Aine 
Macken-Walsh and Dr Eoin O’Neill. The Fellowship will start as soon as possible after 1st of September 
2018, or as soon as possible thereafter when the most suitable candidate is appointed. The fellowship 
provides an annual stipend and fee contribution, and is tenable for 4 years. 

 

Further Information/Applications 

Dr Aine Macken-Walsh, Teagasc REDP, Athenry.  email: aine.mackenwalsh@teagasc.ie  

Dr Eoin O’Neill, UCD Earth Institute.    email: eoin.oneill@ucd.ie 

 

Application Procedure 

Interested candidates are requested to submit an electronic copy of their Curriculum Vitae and a letter 
of interest simultaneously to: Dr Aine Macken-Walsh and Dr Eoin O’Neill by 5 pm June 11th 2018.  

 
   

http://www.sfi.ie/sfi-research-centres/beacon/

